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Coalition Applauds House Introduction of the  

Attorney-Client Privilege Protection Act  
 
WASHINGTON, DC — “The Attorney-Client Privilege Protection Act of 2007” was 
introduced today in the U.S. House of Representatives.  The bill prohibits U.S. 
government employees, directly or indirectly, from pressuring organizations to waive 
their attorney-client privilege or work product protections or to take actions that 
adversely affect the rights of their employees during investigations.  The Coalition to 
Preserve the Attorney-Client Privilege released the following statement:   
 
‘The Coalition wholeheartedly endorses the bipartisan legislation introduced today to 
prevent the Justice Department and other federal agencies from trampling on basic 
constitutional and other legal rights guaranteed to all Americans.  The broad support for 
this bill demonstrates the concern in Congress that some federal prosecutors are 
overreaching under the belief that the end justifies the means.  Eroding the right to 
counsel in any government investigation is a slippery slope, which could ultimately 
undermine the rights of all employees, not just their employers. 
 
“Prosecutors and other federal officials investigating corporations and other organizations 
need to play by the same rules that apply to all other parties in civil and criminal cases.  
The Constitution does not provide any special exceptions just for government lawyers. 
The Department of Justice cannot point to a single corporate prosecution that could not 
have been made without the use of these extraordinary, improper measures. Federal 
prosecutors are able to indict and convict those who break the law, regardless of the type 
of case, without taking away their fundamental right to confidentially consult with their 
counsel.  That’s what ten former senior Justice Department officials—including three 
former Attorneys General—said in their letter to Attorney General Gonzales last 
September, and it remains true today. 
 
“The Department’s tactics as outlined in the December 2006 ‘McNulty Memorandum’ 
are counterproductive and could actually undermine compliance with the law.  
Weakening the confidential attorney-client relationship may discourage company 
leaders—and concerned employees—from consulting openly with company lawyers 
when problems arise or questions come up on compliance issues. Honest companies may 
be afraid to challenge government prosecution for fear of being singled out for harsh 
treatment. 
 
“The Coalition is a uniquely broad and nonpartisan group of membership organizations 
with one thing in common:  we are all deeply troubled by the corrosive effect that federal 
investigative and prosecutorial policies and practices regarding ‘cooperation’ have had on 



four fundamental elements of the American system of justice: the attorney-client 
privilege, the work product doctrine, and the Fifth and Sixth Amendments.” 
 

### 
 
The Coalition to Preserve the Attorney-Client Privilege members include the 
American Chemistry Council, American Civil Liberties Union, Association of Corporate 
Counsel, Business Civil Liberties, Inc., Business Roundtable, The Financial Services 
Roundtable, Frontiers of Freedom, National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, 
National Association of Manufacturers, Retail Industry Leaders Association, U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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